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Invocation

M| In the name of the Father, and of the Son(+) and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Confession of Sins

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil  have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
Oh Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

Absolution

M]  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even
when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:

[ forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen!

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you command and
desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting
joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen



The Word

First Reading Acts 4:32-37 | EHV

The whole group of believers was one in heart and soul. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his
own, but they held everything in common. 3The apostles continued to testify about the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ with great power, and abundant grace was on all of them. 3*There was not a needy person among
them. For from time to time those who were owners of lands or houses sold them, brought the proceeds received
from what was sold, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. It was distributed to each one according to what anyone
needed.

*Joseph, who was called Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated “son of encouragement”), a Levite, a
native of Cyprus, ¥sold a field that belonged to him. He brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

M The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalms 63

You, God, / are my God,
earnestly I / seek you;
I thirst for you,
my whole being / longs for you,
in a dry and parched land
where there is no / water.
I have seen you in the sanctu- / ary
and beheld your power and your / glory.

Because your love is bet- / ter than life,

my lips will glori- / fy you.
I will praise you as long / as 1 live,

and in your name I will lift / up my hands.
Because you / are my help,

I sing in the shadow / of your wings.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen.

Second Reading 1John 3:18-24 | EHv

Dear children, let us love not only with word or with our tongue, but also in action and truth.

YThis is how we know that we are of the truth and how we will set our hearts at rest in his presence: *If our
hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. *Dear friends, if our hearts do not
condemn us, we have confidence before God. **We also receive from him whatever we ask, because we keep his
commands and do what is pleasing in his sight. »This then is his command: that we believe in the name of his Son,
Jesus Christ, and that we love one another just as he commanded us. *#The one who keeps his commands remains
in God and God in him. This is how we know that he remains in us: We know it from the Spirit, whom he has given
to us.

M|  The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



Gospel John 15:1-8 | Env

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. *Every branch in me that does not bear fruit, he is going to
cut off. And he prunes every branch that does bear fruit, so that it will bear more fruit.

3*You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. ‘Remain in me, and [ am going to remain
in you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Likewise, you cannot bear fruit unless you
remain in me.

5“I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him is the one who bears much
fruit, because without me you can do nothing. °If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch
and withers. Such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ®My Father is glorified by this: that you continue
to bear much fruit and prove to be my disciples.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Sermon 1John 3:18-24

Love in Truth

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayer of the Church

Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after day.
We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the temptations of the
devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant
them a rich measure of
patience, wisdom, and love.

M| Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from ever kind of danger; sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime,
and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from
whatever perils may threaten them.

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and comfort all
who are old and infirm.

Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and schools
upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your
gifts of peace, security, and well-being.

Grant your blessings to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. Where
there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your
almighty power to help and restore.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow
Hear us, Lord, as we bring your our private petitions.
Silent prayer

[M] We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take all that we
have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.

We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer Traditional Version

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy
Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and
comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

Benediction

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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Amen



